


Presently in the world there seems to be a lot of anger and an increasing inability to resolve
conflicts peacefully. In this context, may we not promote the naming, blaming and shaming
game. Rather may we be mentors, facilitators, counsellors and agents of transformation, peace
and reconciliation.

We all have our own expectations and opinions as to who God is and what God should do in the
world. Christmas reminds us that it is into this world with all its challenges, difficulties,
dishonesty, natural disasters, disease and illnesses, disappointments, violence, crime and sin, God
enters. God is in the midst working his purpose out, second by second, minute by minute, hour
by hour, day by day, week by week, month by month, year by year, and decade by decade. It is
in God’s own time that the world will be transformed.

There are several things happening around us, but perhaps they are too ordinary. We desire that
which is dramatic, extravagant spectacular and instant. There is a lot that Christian people and
the Church are doing following the example of Jesus which goes unnoticed. For it is not
sensational, nor flamboyant.

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ came telling stories, eating with sinners, proclaiming the
Kingdom of God and God’s moral demands, healing the sick, lame, deaf, blind, dumb and
delivering people from demons and evil spirits. Amidst all this, the Jews continued to live under
Roman domination. John who is the forerunner of Jesus is still in prison and basically the world
remained the same. There was no catapulting, no dramatic event to bring an end to Israel’s plight
as a nation. It is in and through the common and ordinary things of life that God is working
God’s purpose out.

It is a question of faith. Do we believe the truth of Christmas, of the Incarnation, that God is in
the world just as it is. As messy as it can be, working God’s purpose out and in God’s own time,
the Kingdoms of this world will become the Kingdom of God.

At Christmas we celebrate a religious festival because we are a people of faith. And it is by and
through faith that in spite of ail the violence, crime, natural disasters, disease and illnesses, greed,
dishonesty, corruption, unrighteousness and sin, we believe that God is in control, that God is
with us transforming the world and in God’s own time this will be revealed in all its fullness.

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 1 came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.” John 10:10.

“I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution.
But take courage; I have conquered the world!” John 16:33.

I take this opportunity on behalf of my wife Lois and three daughters, Marcella, Malaika and
Mikayla to wish you all a Blessed and Holy Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful 2017.

Your friend and Bishop

The RY. Rev’d C. Leopoia rriday
Bishop of the Windward Islands




	Scanned Document(1)

