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9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in

the Jordan.

10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.

11 And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am

well pleased."

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.

13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
- wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. :

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good

news of God,

15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come

near; repent, and believe in the good news."

(Mark 1: 9-15)

The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday the 2" March, 2022. It is a season of
forty days and forty nights.

On Ash Wednesday the Church sets out on its Lenten Journey to Easter. The

. theme is penitence. As a sign of our intention to acknowledge our mortality,
human frailty, imperfection and sin, and to repent and believe the Gospel. Ashes
are blessed and are imposed on our foreheads in the sign of a cross. Lentis a
period of preparation for Easter; the ashes are to remind us of our mortality and
of our need of repentance. We are reminded “Remember that you are dust, and
to dust you shall return.” As we prepare for the victory and joy of Easter, in
receiving the Ash on our foreheads, we are expressing that we acknowledge our
mortality, human frailty, imperfection and sin, our need of redemption and that
we intend to repent and believe the Gospel.



Lent is a season of repentance and renewal; through fervent prayer, repentance,
self-examination, fasting, works of mercy, charity, self-denial and reading and
meditating on God’s Holy Word.

The Early Church paid great respect and reverence to our Lord’s passion and
resurrection, eventually it became the custom to prepare for them by a
season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in

which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. In addition, it
was a time when those who were separated from the faithful due to
notorious sins were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to
the fellowship of the Church. In so doing the whole congregation was
reminded of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and of the need which all Christians
continually have to renew their repentance and faith and to acknowledge the

sovereignty of God.

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God,
15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news."
(Mark 1: 9-15)

The kingdom of God is central to the ministry of Jesus, we note that His words and
deeds revolve around the Kingdom of God. God’s kingdom — which may be
referred to as God’s “kingship,” “reign,” “sovereignty” — is not a place but a
power. As Clifton Black, Otto A. Piper Professor of Biblical Theology Princeton
Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ has said:

“It is God’s dynamic potency to put right all that is wrong in this world.”

The kingdom of God proclaimed by Jesus conflicts with principalities and powers
that do not willingly or politely yield to God’s authority. (Ephesians 6:11-12).

11 Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. '

12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.



The Gospel according to Mark portrays Jesus’ ministry as confrontational. Jesus
came to establish the Kingdom of God. As such, he has to contend with and
defeat forces in the world determined to obstruct and oppose God’s purposes for
humanity and the rest of creation. We note that Mark points out to us that at
Jesus’ baptism the Spirit descended on him, and it is that same Spirit that drove
Him out into the Wilderness. The wilderness was considered to be the abode of
wild animals, beasts and demonic powers emphasizing that at the very beginning
of His ministry Jesus had to contend with forces which were in opposition to
God’s Kingdom. Mark informs us that the antagonists are not human ignorance
and religious or political authority, rather they are spiritual forces, which oppress
our bodies and minds and withstand and reject our attempts to subdue them.
Jesus came into a world which is hostile to the Kingdom of God. The Gospel lesson
informs us that:

13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

The fact that Jesus emerged out of the wilderness to continue his ministry
emphasizes that while the powers which are opposed to the Kingdom of God can
" and may influence and overcome us, human beings they did not and cannot
influence nor overcome our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God,

15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come

near; repent, and believe in the good news."

(Mark 1: 9-15)

Jesus announces the dawn of a new era and a new state of affairs, one in which
. God rules. The Kingdom of God does not refer to taking people away to a new
place, somewhere beyond the blues. Rather Jesus informs his disciples that God is

bringing new realities into existence; Jesus himself demonstrates what these

realities look like through his life and ministry. It is important that we do not
restrict or confine the Kingdom of God to our spiritual existence.

AS Matt Skinner States:



Jesus calls us to new understandings of what life and living is and what it looks
like. Family, society, political allegiances, economics, wellness, religion, purity
and acceptability — no aspect of life is to be left out.

In every area of life, we will encounter and experience the principalities and
powers which are opposed to the purposes of God. For wild beast and demonic
powers dwell also in places other than in the wilderness. This is evident in the life
and ministry of Jesus as recorded in the gospel according to Mark and the other
three as well.

This informs us that in our lives we are to expect that we will be tempted by the
devil. Therefore, we should not lightly expose ourselves to temptation and to be
always mindful of our frailty, we must be on the watch, praying that God will save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, and that we may keep ourselves

clear of every occasion of temptation.

Acknowledging our mortality, human frailty, imperfection and sin is central to our
lives as Christians and creating and making use of opportunities like Lent to renew
our repentance and faith in God. Without these we can slowly but surely be
destroying our relationship with God without even recognizing it. Lent provides
the opportunity for us to examine ourselves and return to the Lord with all our
heart; to leave the past in ashes and turn to God with tears and fasting, for God is
slow to anger and ready to forgive.

The practice of self-examination and repentance are disciplines which we must
seek to inculcate for we must remember that the powers that are opposed to God
do not only dwell in the wilderness but in other places as well, and the fact that
we are mortal, frail human beings, imperfect and who are guilty of sin, demands
that we nurture in ourselves and others the ability to be self-critical- here | am
speaking of that which contributes to building our self-confidence, that which
helps us to make wise choices and allows us to learn from our mistakes - and
also to cultivate an attitude which is open to, appreciates and respects the other
— differing views, opinions and perspectives on life, policies and practices not only
from our friends but even those who are our opponents.

The Psalmist reminds us:



13. For had it been an advisory who taunted me, then | could have borne it; or
had it been an enemy who vaunted himself against me, then | could have
hidden from him. 14. But it was you, a man after my own heart, my companion,
my own familiar friend. 15. We took sweet counsel together, and walked with
the throng in the house of God. (Psalm 55: 13-15)

Lent is not simply giving up chocolate, ice cream, things that we like as important
as these may be. Lent calls us to reflect on the ways in which we are influenced to
follow the ways of this world, the ways in which we are enticed by half-truths and
innuendoes which are so dressed up that they appear to be even more truthful
than the truth itself. The ways in which we allow political allegiance to blind us
. from the truth and to defend and uphold wrong doing. The ways in which we
regard and treat the moral demands of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ as
though we are shopping for groceries/commodities in a supermarket. It calls us to
reflect on the instances when we succumb to the demands, pressures and
intimidation of the powers that be and participate in unrighteous deeds and
practices.

Lent calls us to reflect on how we see, regard, treat and relate to those in our
family and household, neighbourhood, village, community, and those we employ.
We are to ask ourselves do we acknowledge that all people are worthy of respect
and honour, because all are created in the image of God and all can respond to
the love of God. Do we acknowledge that we are to love all people as we love
ourselves?

Fasting, and abstaining from food, pleasures and leisure and restricting or limiting
ourselves, all these have their place. However, they must not be seen as ends in
themselves. It is not simply observing them. It is for us to allow them to assist us
in examining our relationship with God and each other.

| remind you as | also remind myself that Jesus came 1o establish the Kingdom of
God and there are principalities and powers which are opposed to the purposes
of God, and that wild beast and demonic powers dwell also in places other thanin
the wilderness. As is evident in the scriptures these powers can and do control
our mindset, this is reflected in/through our thoughts, words and deeds.

John 9: 24-34



24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ SHe
answered, ‘1 do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes? ?’He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” 22Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but
we are disciples of Moses. 2>We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for
. this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3°The man answered, ‘Here is
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. **We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born

blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They answered
him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they
drove him out.

In addition Mark informs us: And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the
~ wilderness.

13 He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

In other words Jesus has the power and Authority to overcome the principalities

which are opposed to the Kingdom of God.

This emphasizes the importance for us to acknowledge our mortality, human
frailty, imperfection, sin and need of redemption. To repent and return to the
ways of God. The Good news is that God always exercises his power with mercy
and compassion. The Good News is that God forgives. May we acknowledge our
need of redemption, repent and believe the Gospel.

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God,

15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come

near; repent, and believe in the good news."

(Mark 1: 9-15)








